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Introduction
This document sets out the process and guidelines for applying for the Lagos Innovates Talent Development Program. These Application Guidelines should be read in conjunction with information provided on the Lagos Innovates website, including Frequently Asked Questions about the Talent Development Program. Please read this information carefully before you fill out your application. 
The Lagos Innovates Talent Development Program aims to support Lagos developers and startup founders with access to high-quality skills and learning through programs that are relevant for building successful innovation- or tech-driven ventures. Eligible programs under this scheme include tech entrepreneurship, coding, software design and development, etc. This program is open to individuals interested in developing tech skills, freelancers, and founders at the proof of concept stage through seed stage. The application and allocation processes are transparent, competitive and merit-based. 
Program Overview
The Talent Development program provides loans of over 80% of program attendance costs at any of Lagos Innovates Program Partners for periods of up to 15 months at an interest rate of 5% per annum 
The objectives of the Talent Development scheme are to: 
Encourage the development and delivery of IDE/tech-focused entrepreneurship content and programming.
Use a market-based mechanism to reinforce the upskilling impetus among program providers by supporting a level of demand.
Increase the pipeline of fresh well-trained engineering talent in the local tech ecosystem
Program Partners
Lagos Innovates is currently working with two program partners for the pilot phase of this project. You will find a list of Program Partners on the Lagos Innovates website. 
1. Univelcity
2. Nesa by Makers Academy
Courses Offered:
NESA BY MAKERS ACADEMY (www.nesa.makers.ng)
HTML & CSS
Javascript Basics
Concepts of Javascript
Modern Web Frameworks
Node JS & Express
Data Structures & Algorithms
UNIVELCITY
Full Stack Development with JavaScript (React JS, NodeJs, Express and Mongo DB + API Development) 
Full Stack Development for Mobile Applications (React Native, API Development)
Python Programming for Web and Data Science. (PYTHON OOP, DJANGO & Data Science)
Frontend Design & Engineering: (UI/UX, HTML, CSS, ES6 & React JS)
Eligibility
To be eligible for a loan under the Talent Development Program, individuals must be between ages 22 and 40 years. The following documentation are required: 
Completed application prefill form 
Government issued identification
LASRRA ID (Lagos State Residency Registration) of the borrower
NYSC Certificate as at April 2019
KYC: The person must have a verifiable place of residence and the applicant must be duly registered with LASRRA or possess a permanent voter’s card.
Credit Checks: The applicant must have a clean credit record.
BVN: The applicant and guarantor must provide valid Bank Verification Number

Security Conditions
· Personal guarantee of the student
· One (1) guarantor who must either have a PVC or LASRRA registration, and duly registered with LIRS.
· Executed Direct Debit Mandate by the Loan Guarantor.
· Executed letter, authorizing LSETF and its partners to use beneficiary/guarantor’s BVN to set off outstanding loans, penal charges and accrued interests against applicant and guarantor’s listed accounts in any financial institution in Nigeria.

Note that: 

Acceptable government-issued ID may be in the form of a national ID card, international passport or driver’s license.
For information on proof of Lagos State residency and LASRRA cards, please visit the LASRRA website. 

Program Mechanism
Individuals are required to apply for the program through the link below:
http://lagosinnovates.ng/section/program/talent-development-program
Individuals can select the direct link to any of the training partners they wish to take the training with based on the programs offered by the training company.
The Lagos Innovates Talent Development Program will provide loans of up over 80% of program attendance cost to individuals at 5% per annum for 15 months detailed as follows:  
· Training – 3 months
· Job Placement – 2months
· Loan Repayment – Over 10 months
Students will be responsible for covering the balance payment. 
This means that:
Example 1: 
If the cost of a program at your chosen Program Partner is N300,000 per program, you will be entitled to a N250,000 loan and responsible for paying the balance of N50,000 per program.  
Note that: 
Loans are not transferable and have a capped value per program. This means that someone else cannot use your loan in your place, and that you cannot carry over value from one program to another program.
There is no cash alternative. This means that you can only receive the loan value by using it at a Program Partner. 
Beneficiaries will be expected to adhere to the spirit of the program. Attempts to subvert the mechanisms or operation of the Talent Development Program will not be tolerated.
How to Apply
The process is designed to be competitive and merit-based. 
Every quarter, Applications for the program will open for one week. You can submit an application at any time during the application window through the Lagos Innovates website. 
To apply, you must: 
a. Create a user account via the Lagos Innovates website and complete the online application form for the Talent Development Program. You can save your application and complete it gradually over time. 
b. Submit your application. You are advised to ensure that all required answers are completed as fully as possible, but you will need to be concise.
Evaluation and Selection Process
Applications will be reviewed, and qualified candidates will be invited to take a 30-minutes practical Assessment and subsequently proceed to an in-person interview.
The maximum possible score is 100 points with a minimum qualifying score of 75 points. Loans will be allocated to as many qualifying applicants as possible, starting with the highest scores until the available loans for a particular period are exhausted.
Timing
Specific dates will be communicated with each call for applications under the Talent Development Program, however, below is a guideline as to how each application, evaluation and selection round will work: 
Applications Open: T
Applications Close: T + 2 week (2-week window)
Judging closes: T + 4 weeks (2-week window)
Moderation closes: T + 5 weeks (1-week window)
Notifications of Loans: T + 6 weeks (1-week window)
Lagos Innovates will aim to communicate loans for each tranche of Talent Development Program within six weeks of the applications window closing. 
Enquiries
Please make sure that the reason for your enquiry is not already addressed in these Application Guidelines or on the Lagos Innovates website before contacting us. Enquiries about issues already addressed herein or on the website will not be responded to. 
Kindly direct all enquiries about the Talent Development Program application process to enquiries@lagosinnovates.ng.
You are responsible for making sure your application is complete and accurate. Giving false or misleading information is a serious offence. Please read the law governing LSETF here. 

Good luck with your application!
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